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0 or It!

Job description
Technical writer and website
designer for an IT company
with a U.S. Air Force contract;
founder of my own design
business, encgraphics.com.

Current salary

| earn $35,984, but if | had a
college degree, my boss says,
I'd immediately get a raise.

Driving force

Showing my kids it's important
not to give up on your dreams
even when the going gets tough.

Lunch fare

Frozen dinners—I can't afford
to go out. And besides, |'use my
lunch hour to study for my BA.

Wish list

A nice house, two cars, money
so my kids can do sports or gym-
nastics—things | couldn't do.

Business strategy
Bartering with a marketer who
can help me launch my career.

Best thing my
mom did

She watched Sesame Street
with me, and we did flash cards.
She never went to college,

but she pushed education.

DC 1gn1ng } Iﬁl‘ Famlly FU.tLll‘C

Erica Carrasco dreams of When T was a child in Midland, Texas, my world couldn't have been
growing a graphics firm but kniows more different from that of our most famous resident, George W. Bush.
My family lived in a trailer. My father laid concrete. But we did know
that success is in the journey the Bushes in a roundabout way: My great-grandmother worked as one
As told to Claire Whitcomb of their housekeepers, and she'd bring us the twins' hand-me-downs.

I realized early on that if you didn't want to keep house for the peo-

ple with a college education, you'd better get yourself a degree. So I got
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Go For It!

Erica's Balancing Tips

Zen shower. | get up early so that | can

my thoughts and organize my day.

mostly A's in school, graduated early and enrolled in Mid-
land College. I had it all lined up;: a husband—my childhood
swegtheart, Stephan—and a job at the local paper. But two
thirds of the way into my journalism degree, I got pregnant.

Becoming a working mother at 20 was definitely not in
my plans. I cried for 24 hours and then decided 1 was not
going to live a life of regrets. I would show my child—
Marissa is now 4—that if you believe in yourself, you can do

take a long, Snuggle up. My husband and | snuggle on the

long shower. | listen to the water, get in touch with  couch. It connects us, even if | fall asleep.

Give him room. Being Mr. Mom is good for our

TV fun and games. When I'm watching TV with finances but hard on Stephan’s ego, so | try to
the kids, we sing the songs or get up and dance. give him room on the weekends to play golf with
I want to make TV time be together time. the guys. He gives me time for myself, too!

anything. I knew that having a child would give me even
more drive and inspire me to make something of my life.

My dream is to devote my time to my own design
business—a career that would let me work from home,
give me more flexibility and enable Stephan to get his col-
lege degree. Ever since Marissa was a year old, he’s been
Mr. Mom, tending the home fires and working nights as a

cashier. We'd agreed that since his work experience has

HEAT TREAT Air-Activated Warmers.
Instant Heat for Hands, Feet, and Body. Available at fine
retailers everywhere.

Find the nearest dealer using our online store
locator at www.warmers.com

Life can be cold. ..

GET

www.warmers.com 800.423.1233




Uplifting
invigorates with Grapefruit,
Rosemary & Eucalyptus.
E sgn 5D ' Renewing
= strengthens & fortifies with
Cucumber & Melon.

Blistex Spa Effects is a trio of great tasting balms that

luxurious aromas of exclusive spa products to your lip

Relaxing
soothes & calms with
Vanilla & Plum.

brings the great moisturization, pampering sensations and
s every day.

mainly been in minimum-wage jobs, I'd be the bread-
winner. So after our son, Noah, was born in 2002, we
decided to move our family to San Antonio.

I couldn't afford to wait around for the perfect design job,
so when I was offered a position as an entry-level technical
writer at Northrop Grumman, a military contractor,
I snapped it up. Now I'm working in a similar capacity for
a company on contract with the U.S. Air Force. The sign by
my desk says “technical writer,” but because I don't have a
college degree, I'm actually on the payroll as a publications
assistant. There’s a girl here just out of college making
$17.60 an hour—30 cents more than me for almost the same
job! Granted, she has a master’s degree, but it still hurts that
I'm 25 and my seven years of work experience don't bring
me up to her starting level. So 'm doing something about it.

t work I've made my interest in design clear, and

I've been given a key website to create. Over the

next two or three years, I plan to finish my BA

in graphic design. For now, I'm taking online classes and

using my lunch hour to study because I can't afford the
child care I'd need if I went to night school.

Frankly, my biggest struggle has been Stephan’s depres-

sion, which he’s battled for five years. He's had a tough ride.

He didn't graduate from high school when I did. Then his
dreams of becoming a Latin singer fizzled. Every time he
went to the doctor he'd be prescribed a new antidepressant,
and the side effects sapped his energy. Finally, last spring
I told Stephan that he had to get his life together. He got the
message. He weaned himself off his medication, and he's a
changed man—energetic, full of ambition, the person I fell
in love with. I can't tell you how much Stephan’s turn-
around has helped. I've posted my own website for my
company, which I'm excited about, and I've listed myself on
www.hispanichusiness.com/redwire and got a new client.
In my purse I keep a notebook with my goal written inside.
It's one sentence: By 2006, the year my project with the Air
Force ends, my business will be up and running.

Recently I asked my mom how she and my dad raised
four kids without a spare nickel. “I took life hour by hour,”
she told me. “If you needed something, I bought it for you.
If it wasn't essential, I prayed for the strength not to buy it.”

Hour by hour, I tell myself. It helps me remember to play
with my kids when I'm home, to dive joyfully into work
when I'm at the office. But it also reminds me that you can
only plan so much. The road to the future is full of curves,
as I've surely learned. Am I where I want to be in my
career? No. Will I get there? Absolutely! a
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